Upon his return, Columbus amazed the Court of the Catholic Kings with the wonderful objects, animals and people he had brought from the other side of the ocean, together with tales of fabulous wealth. The monarchs decided to finance a second voyage to the Indies, as the Europeans called America. This time, Columbus took fifteen ships and more than one thousand men, all anxious to make their fortune.
Consequences of the Voyage of Columbus
Columbus believed that he had reached Asia. He never even suspected that he had been responsible for the encounter of two worlds: the old world (Europe, Africa and Asia), and the new world, which would later be called America. From this moment on, two areas of the world that had been separated for thousands of years would come together. Different societies and mutual influences would blend together to change both ways of life.
This encounter was terrible for the inhabitants of the New World. The Europeans took control of the land and forced the indigenous people to work in the mines; they imposed a religion and a new way of life upon them.
